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  Play Yards: New Safety Rule to Take Effect
  By CPSC Blogger on February 19, 2013
  Blog en español

Beginning in Feb. 28, 2013, manufacturers and importers of infant and toddler play 
yards are required to test their play yards to ensure that they meet new federal safety 
standards. Play yards are framed enclosures with a floor and mesh or fabric side 
panels. Most can be folded for storage or travel.

Play yards that meet the new safety standard must have:

Side rails that do not form a sharp V when the product is folded. This prevents a 
child from strangling in the side rail.

Stronger corner brackets to prevent sharp-edged cracks and to prevent a side-rail 
collapse.

Sturdier mattress attachments to the play yard floor to prevent children from getting 
trapped or hurt.

The new play yard standard is one of many safety standards that CPSC has passed 
as part of the Danny Keysar Child Product Safety Notification Act, or what we call 
“Danny’s Law.” Danny Keysar was killed in Chicago in 1998 when a previously 
recalled play yard in which he was napping collapsed, suffocating him. This new play 
yard standard was completed in honor of Danny and his family.

In addition to the play yard safety standard, CPSC has issued mandatory safety 
standards for cribs, children’s bed rails, baby bath seats, baby walkers, infant swings 
and toddler beds.

CPSC staff is currently working on safety standards for bedside sleepers, hand-held 
infant carriers,  bassinets, and bassinet attachments to play yards and will propose 
rules this year for strollers, soft infant carriers and infant slings.

If you use a play yard, keep it bare when you put your baby in it. Each year, CPSC 
receives reports of infant suffocation deaths. Some key causes of these deaths are the 
placement of pillows and thick quilts in a baby’s sleeping space and/or overcrowding 
in the space.  Click:  more information on how to put your baby to sleep safely.

http://athena.esu16.org:16080/~ecpdp
http://athena.esu16.org:16080/~ecpdp
http://www.cpsc.gov/onsafety/2013/02/corrales-para-ninos-entrara-en-vigor-nueva-norma-de-seguridad/
http://www.cpsc.gov/onsafety/2013/02/corrales-para-ninos-entrara-en-vigor-nueva-norma-de-seguridad/
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Safety-Education/Safety-Education-Centers/cribs/
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Safety-Education/Safety-Education-Centers/cribs/
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Newsroom/News-Releases/2012/CPSC-Adopts-New-Federal-Standard-for-Portable-Bed-Rails/
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Newsroom/News-Releases/2012/CPSC-Adopts-New-Federal-Standard-for-Portable-Bed-Rails/
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Newsroom/News-Releases/2010/CPSC-Approves-New-Federal-Safety-Standard-for-Infant-Bath-Seats/
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Newsroom/News-Releases/2010/CPSC-Approves-New-Federal-Safety-Standard-for-Infant-Bath-Seats/
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Newsroom/News-Releases/2010/CPSC-Issues-Final-Mandatory-Rule-on-Infant-Baby-Walkers/
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Creating Caring Connections
A Research-based Approach to Building Relationships with Infants & Toddlers.

To best meet the needs of young children’s developing brains, the 
interactions they have with adults must have four qualities: nurture, 
engagement, structure and challenge. These sessions will present an 
approach to building relationships with infants and toddlers that 
supports optimal brain growth and creates a foundation for healthy 
relationships. Often, nothing more is needed to eliminate almost all 
challenging behavior than to adopt this approach. 

As a result of participation in FOUR two-hour workshops, 
participants will:

~ recognize their important role in creating strong, caring 
relationships with children; 

~ learn MORE about the 4 essential qualities of relationships with 
young children  as well as tools ; 

~ to increase these 4 qualities in their relationships with children. 

What:   Creating Caring Connection Curriculum 

 First Quality:  NURTURE 

 Second Quality:   ENGAGEMENT 

 Third Quality:   STRUCTURE 
 
 Fourth Quality:     CHALLENGE 

When: Saturday  June 8, 2013 

Where:   ESU 16 North Platte 
  1221 West 17th Street, North Platte

Time:      9:00-3:30 PM CST   

Presented by:  Heather Gill & Cheryl Roche

Cost:  $20.00 

Lunch will be provided.
Certificates for 8 hours of in-service for HHS will 
be available.

Registration Deadline is June 3, 2013

Who should attend:
Those who works regularly with infants and toddlers including but not 
limited to: Child Care Center Staff, Home Child Care Providers, Early 
Head Start Staff, School District B-3 Teachers, EDN Services 
Coordinators,Home Visitation Staff and Parents.

Please register me for the Caring Connections  workshop!

 

Name:  _________________________________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________________ 

City:_______________________________ Phone: ____________________________

Email:  ______________________________________________________________ 

Send registration & payment  (checks payable to ESU #16) to: 

Deb Frates  ~ ESU #16 Box 915 ~ Ogallala, NE  69153 

Payment of $20 must accompany registration.

 Core Competency:   Interacting with Children and Providing Guidance to Children

	 	 Child Growth and Development

Registration Deadline: June 4, 2013

Brought to you by:  High Plains Early Learning Connections Professional Development Partnership, ESU 16 and PRT 16
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This workshop is for preschool 
teachers who are us ing any 
curriculum and trying to tie it to 
the Teaching Strategies GOLD child 
assessment.
The workshop will focus on the 
adult initiated  parts of the daily 
routine. How to plan and implement 
large group, greeting time, small 
group and greeting time so children 
participate and learn and YOU can 
assess it easily in GOLD!

Tying It All Together

 Training for those who teach preschool.

When: 
June 10, 2013

Where: 
ESU 16

Front Room
1221 W 17th Street
North Platte, NE

Time: 
9:00 AM - Noon  CST

Cost: FREE

Trainer:  Patti Mahrt-Roberts

Sponsored by:  
ESU #16 

and  
High Plains Early Learning 
Connections Partnership

 To register, complete the
registration form and send to: 

Deb Frates
P.O. Box 915

Ogallala, NE 69153

Certificates for 3 hours of inservice will be given.

 Core Competency:   Planning Learning Experiences and Curriculum  

Tying It All Together
June 10, 2013

Registration Form

Name ____________________________________ Address____________________________________________

City ____________________Phone # ________________Email ________________________________________

Send or email form to:
 Deb Frates, P.O. Box 915, Ogallala, NE

dfrates@esu16.org

mailto:dfrates@esu16.org
mailto:dfrates@esu16.org
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 Core Competency:   Observation, Documentation and Assessment

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Are you a new mommy or daddy of a 6 to 18 month old child? 

 

Then you are in luck because Monday 
Evenings in June & July from 6:00 ‐ 7:30 p.m. are just for you! 

 

Take a night off from making supper one night a week 
 

Come have fun with us 
 

Make friends with other moms or dads 
 

Spend special time really getting to know your baby and enjoying your baby 
 

Let us know what information would be helpful to you and other parents 
 

Share parenting experiences and learn from others 
 

FREE but SPACE IS LIMITED 
 

Call or text Jan Schartz with the West Central District Health Department at 308‐520‐3743 or Ashley 
Pankonin with Voices for Families at 308‐534‐3304 to register or for more information 

 
Held at 417 North Dewey – North Platte (Voices for Families) 

 
Made possible by members of the West Central Partnership Children and Families Alliance 

Got 
a 

baby 
or 

toddler? 

PIWI 
Parents 

Interacting 
With Infants 

Got 
a 

baby 
or 

toddler? 



 Core Competency:  Planning Learning Experiences/Curriculum 

Domain:  Science

Description:  This workshop will provide 
information to support young children’s learning in 
the area of Science.

Participants will:

Identify developmentally appropriate science goals 
for young children

Recognize the widely held expectations outlined in 
the Early Learning Guidelines science domain

Determine what current research identifies as the 
attitudes needed to learn science

Understand how we can use the scientific process 
with young children

Where: Kingdom Kids
 409 West Q Street 
 McCook, NE

When: Saturday, June 22nd

Time:   9:00 AM‐ 3:00 PM CST

Trainer: Michelle Kimberly-Rhoades 

Target Audience:
Childcare staff, Preschool staff, Para‐educators, 
Parents

Fee:  $15.00
Includes snacks and materials.

Registration Deadline with Fee June 12th
 
Bring your own ELG books for a prize!

Early Learning Guidelines Creative Arts
June 19, 2013

Registration Form

Name _________________________________________ Address____________________________________________

City ____________________Phone # ________________Email _____________________________________________

$15 registration fee must accompany form to reserve your spot.
Please make checks out to ESU #16.

Send form with payment to Deb Frates, P.O. Box 915, Ogallala, NE

Mileage Reimbursement available for those living outside the McCook area.

Six hours of in‐service

Approaches to Learning
August 24, 2013
McCook

 

Math
September 21, 2013
Ogallala

Upcoming ELG Trainings
Locations to be determined
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 Core Competency:   Planning Learning Experiences/Curriculum

      Where:  McCook Public Library
        802 Norris Ave.
        McCook, NE 

      When:  June 26, 2013
        6:00 - 8:00 PM CST

Cost:  $5.00 to cover snacks - Please make checks out to ESU 16

What Will You Learn?

Participants will learn why it’s important for children to get ready to read starting at 
birth and the essential role  parents and other caregivers have in developing early 
literacy skills. Participants will also learn how to use the five early literacy practices 
to nurture early literacy skills. This workshop includes discussion, demonstration, and 
activities.

Who Should Attend?

This workshop is for parents, grandparents, childcare, foster care, and preschool 
teachers. 

How do I register?

Contact Deb Frates
      308.284.8481
Email: dfrates@esu16.org

This training is approved for 2 In 
Service Hours towards licensing in 
parenting classes, child care, foster 

care.

Register by 
JUNE  21st

and  receive a free book!

This event sponsored by High Plains Early Learning Connections Professional 
Development and McCook Public Library.
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He’s a killer. 
PLEDGE

LOOK BEFORE YOU LOCK
Pledge to Prevent Child Heatstroke in Cars

Heatstroke in vehicles is the leading cause of all non-crash-related fatalities involving children 14 and younger. 
These deaths are completely preventable, and everyone in the community – especially parents and Head Start and 
child care providers – have roles to play in protecting our children.

With 550 heatstroke deaths of children in hot cars since 1998, I am committed to doing everything I 
can to protect the child in my care. 

That’s why, as a parent,  
I pledge to:

Call my Head Start or child care provider if my child 
will be absent or arriving later than usual.

Use these tips to remind myself there is a child in 
the vehicle:

 ! Write myself a note and place it where I’ll see it 
when I leave the vehicle.

 ! Place my purse, briefcase, or something else 
I’m sure to need in the back seat so I’ll see the 
child in the vehicle.

 ! Keep an object in the car seat, such as a 
stuffed toy. Once the child is buckled in, I will 
place the object where I’ll see it before leaving 
the vehicle.

Notify the authorities immediately if I see a child left 
unattended in a vehicle.

That’s why, as a Head Start or child care 
provider, I pledge to:

Call the parent of the child in my care if the child 
doesn’t arrive on time.

Check every seat in a vehicle used to transport 
children to make sure there are no children 
remaining in the vehicle before I park and lock up.

Notify the authorities immediately if I see a child left 
unattended in a vehicle.



 Core Competency:   Partnerships with Families and Communities, Professionalism and Leadership 
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SIXTEENTH ANNUAL
KINDERGARTEN CONFERENCE:
PLANTING SEEDS FOR SUCCESS

“Acquire New Tools For Your 

Teaching Toolbox”

July 10 & 11, 2013

Conference Registration Brochure

Holiday Inn Convention Center

Kearney, Nebraska

Conference Sponsor:
Nebraska Department of Education 
!"#$%&'"&()*+,&-./+0.''0

Featured Presenters:

Kim Adsit

Retired Kindergarten Teacher & Educational Consultant
Warner Robins, Georgia

Shari Sloane

Kindergarten Teacher & Educational Consultant
Lakeville, Minnesota

Deedee Wills

Kindergarten Teacher & National Presenter
Belle, Missouri

Featured Authors:

Jeff Kurrus  “Have You Seen Mary?”
Julia Cook  “I Just Want to do it My Way”

To now view the registration brochure go to:
http://www.education.ne.gov/oec/events.html

http://www.education.ne.gov/oec/events.html
http://www.education.ne.gov/oec/events.html
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Designed speci!cally for teams and providers!
  

  Part I:   Tuesday, August 6, 2013
            1pm - 2:30pm
  Part II: Monday, August 12, 2013
            1pm - 2:30 pm

SAVE THE DATE
Primary Service Provider Webinars

Content for all webinars will be tailored to the audiences above and focus on:

No cost or registration for these webinars!
Information about this webinar will be coming soon, please check emails regularly.

"is webinar will not be recorded.
Hosted by EDN-Part C and NDE Part B-619 Preschool

   ~ Dathan Rush and M’Lisa Shelden, Presenters ~

 UPCOMING TRAINING OPPORTUNITY!



Core Competency:   Partnerships with 
Families and Communities, Professionalism and 

Leadership 

   Core Competency:   Child Growth and Development
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HIGH PLAINS EARLY LEARNING CONNECTIONS
P.O. Box 915
Ogallala, NE  69153

Early Childhood Training Center- Media Center

The Early Childhood Training Center’s Media Center provides print and media material to all 
Nebraska residents who work with young children and their families. 

 Check out our Online Catalog:   http://opac.libraryworld.com 
  Enter Library Name: ECTC MEDIA CENTER 
  Leave Password blank

Did you know?
The Early Childhood Training Center’s Media Center covers most topics on early childhood 
development, birth to age eight. Collections include: Kindergarten, Preschool, Activities and 
Curriculum Support, Behavior Management, and more!
To find out more about the Media Center visit us online or in person today. 

Early Childhood Training Center 
6949 S 110th Street           Phone: 402-557-6885 or 
Omaha, NE 68128              800-89-CHILD (Toll-free) 

Web Site: http://www.education.ne.gov/oec/mediactr.html

From brain development to social development to 
child care, we have something for everyone.

http://opac.libraryworld.com
http://opac.libraryworld.com
http://www.education.ne.gov/oec/mediactr.html
http://www.education.ne.gov/oec/mediactr.html

