
Monthly Spotlight- Applying for SSI 

Have you ever considered applying for SSI benefits for your child? SSI for chil-

dren is for the parents, caregivers or representatives of children younger than 

age 18 who have disabilities. SSI makes monthly payments to people with low 

income and limited resources who are 65 or older, are blind or disabled. Your 

child younger than age 18 can qualify if he or she meets Social Security’s defi-

nition of disability for children, and if his or her income and resources fall 

within the eligibility limits.  

SSI Definition of disability 

To meet SSI’s definition of disability your child must meet all of the following: 

 The child must have a physical or mental condition, or a combination of 

conditions, that results in “marked and severe functional limitations.” This 

means that the condition(s) must very seriously limit your child’s activities. 

 

 The child’s condition(s) must have lasted, or be expected to last, at least 12 

months; or must be expected to result in death. 

 

 If your child’s condition(s) results in “marked and severe functional limita-

tions” for at least 12 continuous months, we will find that your child is dis-

abled. But if it does not result in those limitations, or does not last for at 

least 12 months, they will find that your child is not disabled. 

 

 Following are some conditions that may qualify: 

 -HIV infection; 

 -Total blindness; 

 -Total deafness; 

 -Cerebral palsy; 

 -Down syndrome; 

 -Muscular dystrophy; 

 -Severe mental retardation (child age 7 or older); and 

 -Birth weight below 2 pounds, 10 ounces. 
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If your child has one of the above qualifying conditions, he or she will get SSI payments right away. However, 

the state agency may finally decide that your child’s disability is not severe enough for SSI. If that happens, 

you will not have to pay back the SSI payments that you received. 

 

Income requirements? 

 

When Social Security decides if your child can get SSI, they also consider your child’s income and resources. 

They also consider the income and resources of family members living in the child’s household. These rules 

apply if your child lives at home. They also apply if he or she is away at school but returns home from time to 

time and is subject to your control. If your child’s income and resources, or the income and resources of family 

members living in the child’s household, are more than the amount allowed, they will deny the child’s applica-

tion for SSI payments. They limit the monthly SSI payment to $30 when a child is in a medical facility where 

health insurance pays for his or her care. 

How will much will our family receive? 

The amount of the SSI payment is different from one state to another because some states add to the SSI pay-

ment. Your local Social Security office can tell you more about your state’s total SSI payment. 

 

How and where do I apply? 

If you are interested in applying for SSI for your child please contact the North Platte Social Security office at 

1-866-830-8668. You need to call to set up an appointment, they will advise you on what you need to bring 

with you. 

 

Why you should apply? 

Although SSI provides assistance with the needs of your child’s disability, the importance of applying  is the 

doors that it will open to other programs. Based on your child’s SSI eligibility, your child may qualify for fur-

ther assistance. For example, if it is necessary for you to take your child to out of town medical appointments 

for their condition and your child qualifies for SSI checks, you may receive assistance from the Disabled Chil-

dren’s Program. The Disabled Children’s program can assist with mileage, meals, and lodging during your 

stay.  

 

Even if you feel that your child may not clearly fit the definitions of a disability, call Social Security to inquire. 

 

Source: 

(2012, January) Benefits for children with disabilities. Retrieved from http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10026.html 
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http://www.answers4families.org 

 

Community Action Partnership 

In addition to the financial assis-

tance of DHHS, Community Action 

Partnership has additional resources 

that will help your family get where 

you want to be. They offer pro-

grams to help you find affordable 

housing,  reduce energy costs, etc. 

Call 308-532-3250 or see their web-

site http://www.mnca.net/

home.html 

 

ECP Blog 

Our program’s blog that includes 

weekly to daily posts on a variety of 

topics 

http://

www.ecpnppsd.wordpress.com 

 

Parents Helping Parents Special 

Needs support Group in North 

Platte, NE call Marnia or Jenna for 

more info 308-535-5314 and check 

out their blog! 

http://

npskids.wordpress.com/ 

 

Pinterest 

This is an extremely popu-

lar site  for posting some 

of your favorite things 

such as recipes, projects, 

etc. However, it is a won-

derful resource for finding 

activities with your child . 

Please visit the site! 

http://pinterest.com/

pediastaff/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Training and In-

formation (PTI) 

PTI is an organization 

which provides training, 

information, and support to 

parents with children with 

disabilities. All support 

staff at PTI have a child 

with a disability and are 

open to sharing any infor-

mation with you about your 

child’s disability, questions 

about special education and 

health care needs. 

http://pti-nebraska.org/ 

402-346-0525 

 

Answers4Families 
Looking for more support 

and information for your 

child with special needs? 

The Answers4Families site 

offers information, re-

sources, and discussion 

groups.  

Page 3 
 

 

Resource Round up–  Monthly Resources  to meet your needs  

This issue includes two fun 

activities to do with your 

child. The fist  activity 

includes a coloring page of 

a snowman on the back 

page of this newsletter.  

Coloring is a such a crea-

tive and simple way to 

enjoy time with your child.  

Especially with this picture 

as you can talk about what 

the snow man is wearing, 

colors,  shapes, etc. 

The second family activity 

is called Snowflake.  To do 

this activity you will need 

the following: 

 Cotton balls 

 Glue 

 Dish 

 Paint brush (wide) 

 Construction paper 

Start  out by putting some 

glue in your dish. Then 

using your construction 

paper and glue filled 

brush paint the shape of  

your snowflake on the 
paper. Next, ask you child 

to place the cotton balls on 

top of the glue pattern. Be 

sure to rotate the paper so 

that  the cotton balls will 

become useable. During 

this time, explore the tex-

tures with your child and 

talk about them. When 

your child is finished put-

ting the cotton balls onto 

the glue let snowflake dry. 

Enjoy! 

 

Connecting with family–  Fun activit ies to do with your family  



Early Childhood Program 

301 West F Street 

North Platte, NE 69101 

308-696-3370 

http://

www.ecpnppsd.wordpress.com 

 

The Services Coordination 

Connection 


